Trestleboard -

University Lodge 141
November 2025

A

University Lodge
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Greetings from the East,
As | pass Square to our Worshipful Master Elect, John Bryan. | reflect on
the past year and try not to write a three page long article.

Monday, November 3!

Thank you for making my time as Worshipful Master so heartening. It has
shaped me into a better friend, brother, husband, man, and leader. | hope |
was a good pillar of wisdom during my time. Thank you to my officers and
the brethren for helping me achieve the goals | set out for the year. Thank
you to my wife Yvonne, for supporting me and coming to every one of our
stated dinners. Continue to teach and learn from each other. Use that
Trowel.

Doors open at 6:00pm
Dinner served at 6:30pm
Lodge starts at 7:30pm

It is the end of an era. End Evan era. John (join) the new era.
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John, you're going to be a great Worshipful Master.

Fraternally,
WB Evan Lobenstein
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Brethren,
| approach the East with equal measures optimism and trepidation. The
optimism is my hope for a fruitful year during which we can renew ties of
fellowship that may have grown threadbare and widen our circle of
brethren to include some new faces as we have seen so many familiar
ones slip away over these past few months and years.

, INSTALLATION
OFF ICERS

NOVEMBER 22nd
2:00PM

The trepidation is recognizing that the welfare of our Lodge rests upon my
shoulders for the next year. Critiques that I've so freely made, solicited or
not (more often the latter, | think), it will now be my obligation to receive
and correct (in the most friendly manner, of course). | am humbled by the
votes of confidence you have placed with me and honored to assume this
Chair.

This will be an open installation.
All Masons, family and friends are
welcome to attend and show

B Bl ol Bl support to the new line of officers.

Old father, old artificer, stand me now and ever in good stead. -James Joyce




1 2th Annual Toys for Tots Drive!

Each year, we collect toys and donate them to Toys for Tots. The toys
are then given to local children who would otherwise not receive any
presents for the holidays. Please consider contributing to this
wonderful charity!

How can you support the cause?

Option #1 — bring a new unwrapped toy(s) to the stated meeting on
Monday, December 1t at 6:00pm at University Lodge 141.

Option #2 — Make a monetary donation via Venmo. The lodge
Venmo address is @UniversityLlodge141 If Venmo asks for 4 digits,
enter 4142.

Option #3 — write a check to “Toys for Tots” and mail it to Secretary
Matt Livingston at 3906 12" Avenue S, Seattle WA 98108.

Thanks for doing your part to make a The Secretary will collect all donations and make sure Toys for Tots
difference in our community. Even a $5 gets the toys and money. Donations need to be received by
donation helps. December 1*.

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is
charity.”

Masonic Fun Facts

Some Lodges Were Once Candle-Lit

Before electricity, ritual light came from exactly three
candles placed at key points — symbolizing the triad
of moral illumination.

The Checkered Floor Is Cosmic

The black-and-white mosaic pavement represents
duality in nature — light and dark, good and evil,

spirit and matter — balanced in the temple of life.

Congratulations to our newly
elected 2026 officers!

Masonic Rituals Once Used Real Tools

In early lodges, candidates were actually shown

working tools from stonecutters — each tool

Worshipful Master - John Bryan explained as a symbol of virtue.

Senior Warden — Adam Alsobrook
Junior Warden — Scott Bohart
Treasurer — WB Ren Hamil
Secretary — WB Matt Livingston
Building Trustees — WB Ben Stagner and

WB Evan Lobenstein.

Some Lodges Have Secret Passages

Historic Masonic temples (like in Philadelphia and
Edinburgh) have hidden doors, trap stairs, and coded
decorations built right into their architecture.




It’s time to pay your 2026 dues!

Brethren Raised in November
Venmo Check

Julian Hilts................... 1953
Clyde Sparks............... 1961

Make check payable to

“University Lodge 141" ax
o and mail to the Secretary .
B @ 390612 Avenue S Travis Keeler................ 1965
University Lodge Seattle, WA 98108

JniversityLodge141 123450834

Wesley Uhlman............ 1965
Donald Gregory........... 1973

Full paying member: $149
Full paying member outside of county: $75 9
UL | Mumber: €340 pay Grand Ladge dues Michael Carmel........... 1980
Structure 50 Year Member: No dues

Boyd Hanson................ 1994
- Matthew Wingate......... 1994
i ey Michael Cuadra........... 1999
Food Bank Dale Miller................... 2000

G. Michael Peacore...... 2002
John Bryan.................... 2011
Peter Stratiev................ 2011

90+ years of age: No dues
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Last month, we had, Brothers Glenn Bailey, Scott

Bohart, and interested candidates Ben, Reese and
Sean. Also, Reese and Sean brought their friend Jude
to join us. As always, the Food Bank appreciated us
being there and we were able to perform meaningful 1 H

labor and fellowship together. Will you join our next U pco m I ng M e etl ngs
volunteering day on November 8t at 12:00?

University Lodge @
Building Association i
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As | recounted in last month's issue of the Trestleboard,
our Lodge building turned 116 years old last month. As
a follow up to last month's message, | wanted to point
out an interesting fact about our historic building.
Masonic Temples usually have cornerstones at the
northeast corner of the building, which are typically
laid during an elaborate ceremony early in the
construction process. However, unlike other buildings
in Seattle used as Masonic Temples, our building does
not have a cornerstone! Despite the extensive research
I've done on the history of our Lodge building, | have
not yet discovered the reason for why our building
lacks a cornerstone. Hopefully, the circumstances that
led to this omission may come to light someday!

Fraternally,
Bro. Adam S. Alsobrook, Junior Warden




Freemasonry’s Influence
on Tarot Imagery

The Rider-Waite tarot deck, first published in 1909, is one of the most iconic and
widely used tarot decks in the world. Its imagery, rich with esoteric symbolism,
draws heavily from various mystical traditions—including Freemasonry.

Shared Symbolism

Freemasonry, a fraternal organization rooted in Enlightenment ideals and ritual
symbolism, contributed several visual motifs to the tarot tradition:

Pillars: In Freemasonry, the twin pillars—Jachin and Boaz—represent balance,
duality, and the gateway to sacred knowledge. These appear prominently in tarot
cards like The High Priestess and The Hierophant, symbolizing initiation and mystery.

Checkered Floors: The black-and-white tiled floor found in Masonic lodges
symbolizes the dual nature of reality—light and dark, good and evil. This motif is
echoed in tarot imagery to suggest moral complexity and spiritual testing.

Suns and Radiance: The sun, a symbol of enlightenment and divine truth in
Freemasonry, is central to cards like The Sun and Judgement, representing clarity,
rebirth, and cosmic order.

Esoteric Art and the Occult Revival

During the 19th century, a surge of interest in mysticism and the occult led to the
blending of Masonic, Hermetic, and Kabbalistic symbols in esoteric art. Influential
figures like Eliphas Levi and members of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn—
many of whom were Freemasons—helped shape the symbolic language of modern
tarot.

Legacy

The fusion of Masonic symbolism with tarot imagery helped elevate the cards from
simple fortune-telling tools to instruments of spiritual introspection and
philosophical inquiry. Today, these symbols continue to resonate with seekers
exploring the deeper layers of consciousness and tradition.
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University Lodge No. 141, like the institution that is its namesake, holds up the

ideals of lifetime learning, self-improvement and service, both for the benefit of its

members and the community at large. Nothing less than excellence in ritual is

acceptable and jovial fellowship will be its counterbalance.

4338 University Way NE, Seattle WA 98105

www.universitylodgel4l.org secretary@universitylodgel4l.org

2025 Officers

Worshipful Master Evan Lobenstein 818-306-7387

Senior Warden John Bryan 206-817-4516
Junior Warden Adam Alsobrook 206-582-9989
Secretary WB Matt Livingston 206-890-4142
Treasurer WB Ren Hamil 206-954-1153
Senior Deacon Brandon Rouge 206-370-0036
Junior Deacon Erik Butcher 206-499-8797
Chaplain WB KC Gates 206-718-1012
Marshal Matthew Peck 214-718-0922
Tyler Scott Bohart 206-992-7224

Musician WB Ben Stagner 206-307-2883

evan.lobenstein@gmail.com
johncbryan@gmail.com
adam.alsobrook@gmail.com
matthewmlivingston@gmail.com
renhamil@yahoo.com
brandonrouge@live.com
butcero@gmail.com
kennethgates@hotmail.com
matthew@stuntedmind.com

crowscall@gmail.com

identmarkings@gmail.com
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