
Greetings from the East!

I am writing this on the "eve of the eve" of my installation. If the Grand Architect 
abides, this will be but one of several missives from me as I safekeep this Chair you 
have all seen fit to allow me to occupy for this short time.

December is a time of light and celebration—Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and 
Bodhi Day all fall within this month. For our noble Craft, we also mark the Feast of St. 
John the Evangelist on December 27th as one of the most important dates on the 
Masonic calendar. Though we will not convene to observe upon that specific date, 
we will honor our Patron Saint with our labors earlier in the month.

And indeed, December will be busier than usual. We get started straightway with 
our Stated Meeting on December 1st. Our Master Steward, WB Rhys Nunnelee (shh! 
I didn’t tell him yet—it’s a surprise!) will be serving our holiday feast. Rather than ply 
you with more turkey or ham—which you have likely grown tired of after 
Thanksgiving—we will enjoy a meal of lasagna, garlic bread, and salad, with rich 
desserts and spiked eggnog to further appoint the evening. Lasagna is the traditional 
Christmas feast in my house, and I look forward to collaborating with our esteemed 
chef.

This meeting is also when we amass our trove for this year’s Toys for Tots campaign. 
Please find a few minutes to purchase a new toy, game, puzzle, or stuffed animal (no 
gift wrap, please) to contribute to our "loot pile." Know that a child you will never 
meet—but who hasn’t known the good fortune many of us take for granted—will 
experience the thrill of unexpected generosity and the simple pleasure of play. On 
December 6th or 7th (details to follow), we will convene for breakfast and caravan to 
deliver our haul.

On December 13th, our Lodge will host the District 5 Prospect Information 
Workshop, where interested prospects can meet and ask questions of the various 
Lodges. I will be in attendance along with our Wardens. I hope for a strong showing 
from our Brethren to create a lasting impression on these prospects; we are looking 
to meet a few more good men to welcome into our fold.

Beyond the Lodge, I hope your month teems with holiday cheer and you find 
yourselves among friends and family. However, the warmth of this season can 
spread unevenly, and for some, it may be a time of bitter cold. If you find yourself 
alone this holiday season, please reach out to a Brother for a hot or cold beverage 
and some fellowship. Likewise, if you know a Brother, or anyone, who might be 
adrift during this season when we all ought to take stock of our blessings, reach out 
with a friendly inquiry and offer your kind offices.

I wish you all the happiest of holidays, and may the God of Love and Peace bless you.

Fraternally,
WM John Bryan

   University Lodge 141 
Stated Meeting

Monday, December 1!

Doors open at 6:00pm
Dinner served at 6:30pm
Lodge starts at 7:30pm

Bring a 
toy!

In keeping with lodge tradition, 
December is Holiday Sweater 
time! Come to the meeting 
dressed in your spirit!  There 
may also be an eggnog and rum 
sighting!
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12th Annual Toys for Tots Drive!
Each year, we collect toys and donate them to Toys for Tots. The toys 
are then given to local children who would otherwise not receive any 
presents for the holidays. Please consider contributing to this 
wonderful charity!

How can you support the cause?
Option #1 – bring a new unwrapped toy(s) to the stated meeting on 
Monday, December 1st at 6:00pm at University Lodge 141.

Option #2 – Make a monetary donation via Venmo. The lodge 
Venmo address is @UniversityLodge141   If Venmo asks for 4 digits, 
enter 4142.

Option #3 – write a check to “Toys for Tots” and mail it to Secretary 
Matt Livingston at 3906 12th Avenue S, Seattle WA 98108. 

The Secretary will collect all donations and make sure Toys for Tots 
gets the toys and money. Donations need to be received by 
December 1st.

Thanks for doing your part to make a 
difference in our community. Even a $5 
donation helps. 

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these is 
charity.”

Congratulations to our newly installed 2026 officers!



It’s time to pay your 2026 dues!

Full paying member: $149
Full paying member outside of county: $75
Life Member: $34 to pay Grand Lodge dues
50 Year Member: No dues
90+ years of age: No dues

Raymond Goodwin 1962
Curtis Ebbesmeyer 1965
Donald Pace 1991
 Fadi Gergi Al-Chammas 2000
Jonathan Scott 2001
Ryan Casey 2005
George Albantov 2012

Brethren Raised in December

University Lodge
Building Association

Our new WM John Bryan was not the only installation 

that took place on Saturday, November 22nd. Earlier that 
morning, two new electric ranges were delivered from 

Home Depot and installed in the kitchen. This is the first 

major step in a series of planned projects to improve the 
Lodge’s refreshment experience. 

I would like to pay wages to WB K.C. Gates, and WB 

Rhys Nunnelee, who helped select the equipment. WB 

Gates also worked hard behind the scenes coordinating 
the electrical work required for the installation. Thank you 

very much, Brethren.

Fraternally,

Bro. Adam S. Alsobrook

Senior WardenCan you crack the code?
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Brothers making a difference at 
the Food Bank in November!



Samuel Morse: Artist, 
Inventor, and Freemason

 Early Life and Education
Born: April 27, 1791, in Charlestown, Massachusetts

Educated at Phillips Academy and Yale College, where he studied science, 
philosophy, and art.  His dual interests in art and science foreshadowed the 
unique blend of creativity and technical brilliance that would define his career.

 The Artist’s Path

Studied painting at the Royal Academy of Arts in London in 1811.
Became a respected portrait painter, capturing figures such as Presidents John Adams and James Monroe.
His artistry reflected a meticulous attention to detail, later mirrored in the precision of Morse code.

 The Inventor’s Breakthrough

In the 1830s, Morse shifted from art to science, inspired by electromagnetism.
Telegraph: Developed a single-wire telegraph system between 1832–1835.
Morse Code: In 1838, with Alfred Vail, introduced the dot-and-dash system that became the universal 

language of telegraphy. His inventions revolutionized communication, shrinking the world by allowing 
information to travel almost instantly.

 Freemasonry and Brotherhood
Initiated: May 1811, Aurora Lodge No. 22, New York City.

Freemasonry’s emphasis on symbols, codes, and moral lessons resonated deeply with Morse’s own work.
His membership connected him to a fraternity of thinkers and leaders, reinforcing Masonry’s role in shaping 

cultural and scientific progress.

 Later Life and Recognition

Morse’s telegraph system was adopted worldwide, earning him international honors.
He continued painting throughout his life, balancing art and invention.

He died on April 2, 1872, in New York City, buried at Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn.

 Sidebar: Fun Facts About Samuel Morse

First Demonstration of Morse Code: In 1844, Morse sent the famous message “What hath God wrought” from 
Washington, D.C. to Baltimore — a phrase chosen from the Bible to mark the historic moment.

Other Inventions: Beyond the telegraph, Morse experimented with pumps and marble-cutting machines, 
though these were less successful.
Artistic Legacy: His painting Gallery of the Louvre remains one of his most famous works, showcasing his skill 

as an artist.
Global Recognition: Morse received honors from governments across Europe, including medals and awards 

for his contributions to communication.
Masonic Connection: His initiation at Aurora Lodge No. 22 placed him among a fraternity that valued coded 
symbolism — a fitting parallel to his invention of Morse code.

Few figures in American history embody the spirit of creativity and 

innovation as fully as Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791–1872). Known 
worldwide as the inventor of the telegraph and co-creator of Morse 

code, Morse’s life was a remarkable journey from the painter’s studio to 
the laboratory, and from the lodge room to international acclaim.



University Lodge No. 141, like the institution that is its namesake, holds up the 

ideals of lifetime learning, self-improvement and service, both for the benefit of its 

members and the community at large. Nothing less than excellence in ritual is 

acceptable and jovial fellowship will be its counterbalance.

4338 University Way NE, Seattle WA 98105

www.universitylodge141.org    secretary@universitylodge141.org

2026 Officers
Worshipful Master John Bryan    206-817-4516 johncbryan@gmail.com

Senior Warden    Adam Alsobrook    206-582-9989 adam.alsobrook@gmail.com

Junior Warden Scott Bohart    206-992-7224 crowscall@gmail.com 

Secretary WB Matt Livingston  206-890-4142 matthewmlivingston@gmail.com

Treasurer  WB Ren Hamil    206-954-1153 renhamil@yahoo.com

Senior Deacon   WB Bryan Baldwin    206-245-7812 bryandbaldwin@gmail.com

Junior Deacon Daniel Shapiro    860-256-1865 daniel95shapiro@gmail.com

Chaplain  WB KC Gates    206-718-1012 kennethgates@hotmail.com

Marshal  Matthew Peck    214-718-0922 matthew@stuntedmind.com

Tyler  WB Evan Lobenstein  818-306-7387 evan.lobenstein@gmail.com 

Musician  Jason Frazier    206-707-2054 precedentsoundars@gmail.com
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